Campbell Outdoor Classroom Committee

Maintaining our schoolyard,

supporting outdoor learning

Co-chairs: Parents Jessica Haney and Christy Przystawik

haneyjessica@yahoo.com, coachchristymarie@gmail.com

Monthly Garden Work Days in Spring and Fall have been a mainstay of the Campbell community for years. Their success – and the success of the schoolyard as an outdoor classroom – depends on volunteer efforts. Here is a brief History of recent efforts in and for the Campbell Schoolyard.

2011-12: Wetlands Learning Lab proposed by Garden Committee and then-K/1 Teacher Pat Findikoglu to address water problem and provide an opportunity for fieldwork and outdoor learning. 
Fundraising for Wetlands Learning Lab included grants, letters to alumni and community members, and January 2012 Benefit Concert with music, activities and silent auction
August 2012: New playground built by APS (bike trail disrupted); ramp and stairs from 7th St. rebuilt by APS
October 2012: The Big Plant – planting of Wetlands Learning Lab. See APS Green Scene time-lapse video at: 

http://www.apsva.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=19921
April 2013: First Wetlands Festival with silent auction, wetlands tours by the designer (Nancy Striniste) and Pat F., scavenger hunt, and more

2013-14: Parent Christy Przystawik brings garden-to-table lessons into classrooms and brings students into gardens (see attached)
May 2014: Second Wetlands Festival – another great success. This one included nature talks from Long Branch Nature Center and mint lemonade made by K-1 classes using mint from the Campbell Gardens
Spring 2014: Christy, Jessica Haney and others begin talking about ramping up Outdoor Classroom Committee and looking into funding for a more sustainable future for Campbell’s schoolyard and outdoor learning connections
Current Status, Fall 2014: 
With many of the most active members of the former Garden Committee having retired or moved on, the renamed Outdoor Classroom committee is seeking volunteers. Our schoolyard is beautiful place with uniquely diverse habitats, and it needs targeted and focused support. Some other schools, including Tuckahoe and Jamestown, have found funding to assist with their outdoor classrooms. Others, like Thomas Jefferson Middle School, have organized volunteers for regular maintenance. Please join us in formulating our sustainable plan now. The two prongs are 1) Gardens and Schoolyard and 2) Outdoor Learning.
We need parents, staff and community members to:

· Secure funding to pay for a Garden Docent to maintain the garden beds & assist teachers in using gardens. 

· Look for and apply for grants; contact potential donors
· Work with the PTA’s VP of Fundraising Rachael Schroeder
· Assist managing small groups of students doing outdoor lessons per teacher request

· Assist Christy with farm-to-table lessons and potentially replicate them

· Help develop expedition-related outdoor lessons in conjunction with teachers and/or Exemplary Program (Expeditionary Learning) specialist Pam Clark

· Foster connections with Long Branch Nature Center, Potomac Overlook Regional Park, master naturalists & other community organizations and groups

· Help plan and execute Garden Work Days

· Recruit volunteers/participants, order and organize supplies, direct volunteers

· Perform general maintenance in gardens and schoolyard between work days

· Learn about native and invasive plants in the Wetlands. Need a core knowledgeable on group to
· help maintain each garden work day and in between
· assist teachers in navigating this area and integrating into lessons
Bonus: Engage children in outdoor exploration outside of school hours! (
Garden and Cooking Lessons from 2013-2014 School Year

With parent Christy Przystawik
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Ms. Kim (PreK):
-eating a rainbow, fruit salad preparation, sorting rainbow colors, colored oil drops in water, shaving cream rainbow painting

 

K-1 Classes: Ms. Ammons, Ms. Sites, Ms. Hill, Ms. Ehlers, Ms. Brewer:
 

Old Days/New Days: Making Applesauce, using a food mill, heirloom apple tasting and vote

 

Popcorn: The Popcorn Book by Tomie di Paola, making popcorn in microwave and in a pot, comparing technique and flavor, voting

 

Yogurt Parfaits: French meaning/history of parfait, snacks versus desserts, parfait construction, drawing and writing exercise

 

Mint Lemonade: alternatives to processed foods and processed sweeteners, honey syrup, eating local foods, harvesting mint from Campbell, lemonade preparation, writing exercise

 

Service Project: preparing/packaging/delivering pumpkin scones for residents of Manor Care

 

Exploring How Other Cultures Eat: preparing and serving polenta on the table in the classroom

 

Classroom Pizza Party: vegetables were harvested by Ms. Ammons and her class to eat with the pizza

 

Making Seed Tape: investigating Spring crops, creating seed tape using measurements, planting seed tape in the garden

 

Spring Vegetable Tasting: eating local foods, harvesting food from Campbell garden, preparing homemade dressing, eating together

  

Fall Salads: class harvested salad greens they had grown in their own garden, washed them, prepared a salad dressing, and ate the salad

 

-Spring Vegetable Tasting: eating local foods, harvesting food from Campbell garden, preparing homemade dressing, eating together
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3rd Grade: Ms. Cozzini and Ms. Tareen
 

-Spring Vegetable Tasting (as above)
 

-Soil Testing: testing pH and alkalinity of soil in the garden, ways to amend to adjust

-Radish Harvest: identifying plants that are ready for harvest, harvesting, washing, slicing, and serving/tasting

 

-Planting kale: seed spacing, row spacing, seed depth, watering

